Mississippi State University Fulbright-Hays Seminar Abroad 2017

Museums, Memory, and Contested Heritage in the Middle East: 

Perspectives from Jordan and Israel 

Dr. Jimmy Hardin and Dr. Kate McClellan, co-directors
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Mississippi State University has been awarded a grant through the Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad program (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/iegpsgpa/index.html) to support the integration of Middle Eastern Studies into curricula at MSU and in the Starkville School District. Our project will bring 4 MSU students, 2 MSU faculty, and 6 Starkville School District teachers to Israel and Jordan over the period of 4.5 weeks in Summer, 2017 to learn about the region through the lens of museums, memory, and heritage. During our time abroad, participants will visit museums, archaeological sites, and universities and will meet with museum staff, cultural heritage professionals, archaeologists, and Middle East scholars. We aim to introduce participants not only to the culture, language, and history of the Middle East, but also to the various ways in which memory is integral to understanding the highly contested relationships between Jordan and Israel.

Key objectives of this project include: 1) strengthening participants’ knowledge of Middle Eastern history, language, and culture; 2) bolstering Middle Eastern Studies at Mississippi State University; 3) enhancing curricular focus on the Middle East at MSU and in the Starkville School District; 4) forging collaborative relationships with museums and cultural institutions in Jordan and Israel; and 5) expanding museum programming at MSU.
TRIP DETAILS
Our trip to Israel and Jordan is scheduled to take place June 8 through July 11, 2017. The flight will leave from and return to GTR airport. From June 9-26, the group will travel through Israel, touring archaeological sites and cultural institutions and attending lectures by experts in cultural heritage. The second two weeks will be in Jordan, where the group will explore the ancient Nabataen city of Petra, and then travel to the capital city of Amman to tour museums and other institutions, and hear presentations from curators, institute directors, and university professors. A detailed itinerary of the trip will be provided prior to departure.
Please note that this is an academic program of study, and not simply a tour of Jordan and Israel. It is meant to encourage the incorporation of Middle Eastern Studies into teaching and learning. Accommodations will at times be spare, and participants will often be asked to share rooms. Additionally, the trip will require some physical stamina as we visit desert sites in peak summer months. Despite regional turmoil, Jordan and Israel have remained relatively safe places to visit, and both have thriving tourist economies. The project’s co-directors, Dr. Jimmy Hardin and Dr. Kate McClellan have years of experience in the Middle East, and will work to ensure the safety and comfort of the group.  Local tour guides will be in charge of the day-to-day logistics.

Cost will be around $250-300 per participant. The grant covers all travel and food expenses, but participants must pay for their own passports, travel insurance (required), travel to and from US airports, and personal expenses on the trip, such as laundry and toiletries, and some meals. 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the trip abroad, participants must commit to the following:

1. Two meetings in Spring, 2017, and two meetings in Fall, 2017, all at MSU (dates tbd)
2. Participation in online discussion forum in Spring, 2017

3. A two-day pre-trip orientation at MSU on June 5 and 6
4. A minimum of 2 blog posts during trip abroad

5. For educators, design and disseminate lesson plans on Middle Eastern Studies

6. For students, oversee the group’s blog page and online discussion forum
ELIGIBILITY

MSU students: Current graduate students and sophomore, junior, and senior undergraduates pursuing degrees in social sciences or humanities are eligible. Preference will be given to applicants who demonstrate a desire to pursue teaching careers in the field of area studies.  

MSU faculty: Current faculty teaching in social sciences or humanities are eligible. 
Starkville High Teachers: Current faculty teaching in social sciences or humanities are eligible.
APPLICATION
All application materials are due January 15, 2017. All materials should be emailed directly to Jimmy Hardin (jimmy.hardin@msstate.edu) and Kate McClellan (lkm195@msstate.edu). 
The application consists of:

1. Signed and completed application form (below)

2. One letter of recommendation or support (can be from department head or supervisor)
3. Resume or CV

4. For educators, evidence of teaching excellence (teaching statement, student evaluations, etc.)
APPLICATION FORM
Mississippi State University Fulbright-Hays Seminar Abroad
Name  ____________________________________





(First) 

(Middle) 

(Last)

Check one of the following:

(  ) Teacher at Starkville High School 
(  ) Professor/Instructor at Mississippi State University
(  ) Graduate Student at Mississippi State University 

(  ) M.A Candid (  ) M.A. completed

 
(  ) Ph.D. candid (  ) Ph.D. completed


Will you be enrolled at MSU in Fall 2017? ______

Will you be available to participate in Starkville-based activities in Fall 2017? ________

(  )  Undergraduate student at Mississippi State University 
Check present academic status:


 Fr. (  ) So. (  ) Jr. (  ) Sr. (  )

Will you be enrolled at MSU in Fall 2017? ______

Will you be available to participate in Starkville-based activities in Fall 2017? ________
1. Permanent Address ______________________________________________________
Telephone  (___) _______________________

Cell phone  (___) _______________________

E-mail ________________________________
2. Present address (if different from above) _____________________________________

________________________________________________Zip __________________

This address effective through this date ____________________________

3. Address following date listed above, if applicable ______________________________

___________________________________________Zip ________________________

4. Place of birth _____________________  5. Date of Birth ______________________

6. Country of Citizenship ______________ 7. Marital Status _____________________

8. Social Security No. _____________________ Passport No. ____________________ 
9. Person to be notified in case of emergency while abroad:

Name _______________________________ Relationship ______________________

Address _______________________________________ Zip ____________

Telephone No. (       ) ​​​​​​​​____________________
10. Institution(s) of higher education attended:
Name 


Dates Attended 
Degrees Rec'd 
Field of Study

_________________
________________
___________

______________

_________________
________________
___________

______________

_________________
________________
___________

______________

11.  Fellowships or scholarships previously or currently held:


Source or sponsor


Field of Study

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12.  Relevant Occupational Experience: 

Name & Address

Type of Work

Dates (mo. & yr.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. International experience. Give countries, dates, and reasons for travel:
14. List any other pertinent qualifications you might bring to this program (e.g., language skills, field of expertise, etc.)

15. Are you able to participate in moderately physically strenuous activities (e.g., long walking, hiking)?

16. In the space provided, explain your desire to participate in this program. Why are you applying, and what do you hope to gain from your participation?
17. In the space provided, describe how you intend to incorporate Middle Eastern Studies into your lesson plans, courses, or fields of study. In your words, why is it important to study and teach Middle Eastern Studies, and how will you continue do so after this program concludes?

18. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT __________________________Date _______________
PAGE  

